----------------------------------------------------- POLITICAL PROGRAMME

Without unity of religious belief, and unity of social pact; without
unity of civil, political, and penal legislation, there is no true nation.

Both initiators and initiated must never forget that the moral
application of every principle is the first and the most essential; that
without morality there is no true citizen; that the first step towards
the achievement of a holy enterprise is the purification of the soul by
virtue; that, where the daily life of the individual is not in harmony
with the principles he preaches, the inculcation of those principles is
an infamous profanation and hypocrisy; that it is only by virtue that
the members of Young Italy can win over the others to their belief;
that if we do not show ourselves far superior to those who deny our
principles, we are but miserable sectarians; and that Young Italy
must be neither a sect or a party, but a faith and an apostolate.

As the precursors of Italian regeneration, it is our duty to lay the
first stone of its religion.

General Instructions for the members of Young Italy, 1831, Works, vol. I

Remember that the essence of the Giovane Italia lies in the fact of
our having said: * To begin with, we wish to define our motive: the
secret of the century, the secret of future civilization, the secret of
revolutions, lies in the need of Equality.' This is the word otommandi
Liberty is little or nothing if it is not the necessary means of founding
Sociality, of reconstituting the Nation. Liberty is the critical parti
Liberty by itself is Protestantism in religion. Liberty is a negation;
it does not constitute anything. It destroys and does not found; it
merely leaves the ground in a condition to receive foundations. The
step which we have taken is precisely that sort of founding, or at least
of proposing it to ourselves.

Liberty constitutes for us that stage which enables us to proceed to
something organic; and this something is Equality, the element of the
People, the element which alone can make us triumph.

I send you a number of Young Italy. In it you will find the germs of
our ideas and belief, though without their full development; but we
conceived that, as our object was to change the very basis and point
of departure of the revolutionary spirit in Italy, it was more important
to insist upon general principles than to run the risk of losing ourselves
or going astray among the multitude of secondary questions.
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